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Bethany E. Chaney  
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Since 1925, the Folk School has been an anchor institution in western North 
Carolina and southern Appalachia. In 2023, the Folk School marked its 98th 
year transforming lives through experiences in learning, community life, and 
self-discovery. While we have adapted over the decades to meet challenges and 
opportunities, every Sunday I remind new students that four core values–joy, 
kindness, non-competitiveness, and stewardship–are still at the core of our 
work together, all these years later. 

In 2023 the campus felt fully alive as 5,765 students across 850 classes 
engaged in craft, music, dance, nature studies, foodways, writing, and more. 
We provided 118 scholarships worth $101,273 for students who otherwise could 
not attend; welcomed 62 work exchange students through our work study and 
host programs; hosted four immersive mentorship experiences for 15 students 
in traditional Appalachian craft; and served over 275 young people through 
our Little Middle Folk School, Intergenerational Week, Artist Innovation 
Mentorship, and Junior Appalachian Musicians programs. 

2023 also welcomed back the full panoply of our events, including free 
community events like Friends & Family Day and Forge After Dark, which 
culminated in our first live Blacksmith & Craft Auction since 2019, raising over 
$35,000 for our programs. Our 47th Annual Fall Festival saw record numbers, 
attracting 229 craft and food vendors and 13,000 people to Brasstown. And 
at the holidays, we revived the long-standing traditions of our community-
centered Olde Folks and Kids parties, celebrating our past and embracing our 
future with 250 elders and children. 

As I enter my second year as executive director, I continue to be awed and 
humbled by the generous support of our Folk School family and all that you 
make possible here on campus and in our community. In the coming pages, 
we recognize our supporters, present our audited financial performance, and 
highlight just some of the things that made 2023 a great year. You will see that 
we are moving beyond the deepest effects of the pandemic and towards our 
centennial year with both strength and confidence.

John C. Campbell Folk School  
S T R A T E G I C  P L A N

Vision
A community that awakens, enlivens, and enlightens the world.

Mission
The Folk School transforms lives, bringing people together in � 

a nurturing environment for experiences in learning and � 
community life that spark self-discovery.

Values
Joy 

We bring originality, creativity and passion to all endeavors� 
—we sing behind the plow.

Kindness  
We treat everyone with respect, humility and warmth.

Stewardship 
We honor the traditions and spirit of the Folk School �as we guide its  

evolution and preserve it for the future. 

 Non-competitiveness  
We support and affirm each other in lifelong growth.

Priorities & Goals
Programming 

The Folk School’s programs inspire lifelong learning  
in a diverse audience.

Human Capital 
The Folk School attracts, nurtures, and retains people who

personify, support and further the school’s mission and values.

Community Relations 
The Folk School cultivates authentic relationships  

that inspire our community’s ongoing support and involvement.

Physical, Environmental and Technological Infrastructure 
The Folk School’s infrastructure effectively serves and supports  

our students, staff, instructors, visitors and community.

Finances 
The Folk School continually strengthens its financial position.

About the cover
Campfire Gathering in Front of the Clay Spencer 
Blacksmith Shop, Forge After Dark 2023. 

I hope to see you on campus soon.
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John C. Campbell  
Director’s Council 
$10,000 & above
Eric & Cynthia Cero
Janet Davis
Debra Gable
Lillian Gantsoudes
Frankie Joyce Harris Estate
James Edward Hudock Trust
Dr. Robert Jamison
Susan Lee
Sheryl Mattos
Carol Newsom & Rex 

Matthews
David Pomeroy
David & Carol Smucker

John C. Campbell 
Partners
$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous
Steve & Anne Artz
Jess & Debbie Austin
Robert Bixler & Cynthia 

Carlisle
Evelyn Brannon
Susan Evans & Gregory 

Marshall
Ingo & Elaine Hentschel
Eunice Luke
Dub & Murray Martin Trust
Phillip & Virginia Mattox
Dina Norris & Steve Young
Sarah Webster
Alan & Ann Woods

Patrons Guild
$1,000–$4,999
Able Allen & Ellie Kuhn
Jane & Tom Arthur
Anonymous
Pattie & Mark Bagley
Gale Baullinger
Sheryl Belson
Susan Bennett
Bob Benson
Sally Blankenship & Jack 

Smoot
Ron Bohrer & Larry 

Castleberry
Kathleen Brand
Charlotte Bristow & Carl 

Dreher
Donna Brown
Helen Bryson
Constance Callaway
Nyla & Ken Campbell
Bethany Chaney
Gwendolyn Christian
Joanne Christman
Kate Colby
Elizabeth Coolidge
Oliver & Jill Coolidge
Marie Benge Craig
Harry Demarest
Susan Demarest-Gallagher
Lynne Entrekin
Joan Eyerman
Lundy Fetterman Family 

Foundation Trust
Eileen Flanigan
Melanie Fluharty

Joan & Roy Gilliland
Alice Grist
Bill Hackney
Elizabeth Hackney
Jeff & Tammy Hatfield
Wesley & Laura Head
Jerry Jackson & Jeff Harris
Dale Jaeger
Sandra & Seth Kehne
Carol & James Kitzner
Mary Kjellstrom
Celia Larson
Lindsey Liden & Sienna 

Shute
Dwight Little
Courtney Lix
Jeff & Debbie Long
Lyndhurst Foundation
Catherine Mashburn
Steve & Mary Mellott
Cathleen Merckens
Madeleine Meyer & Martin 

London
James & Betty Miller
Katherine Montgomery
Melvin Moore
Myers Farm
Keith & Paulette Nelson
Mike Oliphant & Martha 

Dysart
Jane Oliver
Marilyn & Joe Owen
Ida Palmer-Ball & Don 

Stosberg
Lucia Patrick & Ed Bowman
Sally Payne

Anthony & Ahndrea Perrone
David & Elizabeth Peters
Margaret & David Radcliffe
Kanute & Kathy Rarey
Jerry & Susan Remillard
Dave Richards
Susan Sasser & Nancy 

Richards
Relia Mae Scheib
Daniel & Mary Beth Scheid
Shell Oil Company 

Foundation Matching 
Gifts

Connie Scott
Carl Shaw
Adele Shepherd
Randy & Kathie Sherrill
Greg & Lynn Short
Candace & Glenn Smith
Charlene Smith
Robin & Bob Snyder
Carol Tatum
Maria Tucker
Jack & Jane Turner
Lee & Richard Van Leuvan
David & Donna Verble
Wendy Webb & Steve 

Nesheim
Gillian White
Sharon Winters & Kendall 

Reid
Warner Media
Wueste Family Fund

Friends of the  
Folk School
$500–$999
Mary Ackerly
Douglas Affinito
Linda Allen
Ray Anderson
Grace Andrews
Anonymous
Bankers Insurance, LLC
Bruce & Janet Beall
Sandra Blain
Pam Boland
Thomas & Mary Pat Boyle
Katherine & Alan Bremer
Steve Brown
John & Deborah Chapman
Terri Colangelo & Chad 

Bushnell
Sharon Combs
Rebecca Cultra
Bob Dalsemer
Thomas Dillon
EOG Resources, Inc.
Jennifer & Burton Evans
Ruth Ann Fay
Jane Finn
Rooney & Marolyn Floyd
Candise & Galen Fountain
John & Luz Frye
Linda & Richard Gawthrop
Kathy Grissom
Dean & Gloria Gulick
Joanna Haas
David & Ginnie Harris
Louise Horn
Laurel Horton & Wayne 

Richard
Gordon & Annie Jenkins
Phillip & Wanda John
Barbara Joiner
Janice Kagermeier
Stephen Keteltas & Mary 

McClead
Carolyn Klohn & David 

Nolin
Lova Lantz
Laura Ledford
JoEl LoGiudice
Maritza Maxwell & Nick 

Bundy
Patricia Minard & Jerry 

Jacobson
Brian Mitchell & Nancy 

Troxler
Alice Neal
Lynn Pollard
George & Angella Rawls
Patricia Reeb

Virginia Rockwell
Dr. Dennis & Suzie Ross
Tommye & Thomas 

Scanlin
Edgar & Janet Schneider
Julie Schreiber
Nimrod & Debra Scott
Bruce & Sally Shute
Tom & Allison Stovall
Laurie Strand
Sharman Sykes & Richard 

Potts
Claire Tiernan
Maclaine Trevor
Helen Tulloh
Ann Vonnegut
Anne Wheeler & Richard 

Berliner
Cathy Wike-Cook & Nick 

Cook
Sheila Wilson
Stephen Young

Contributing Sponsors
$100–$499
Linda & John Ahrold
Mary Alexander
Elizabeth & William Allen
Anonymous
Charles Bachmann
Rae Bachus
Karen & Ken Bain
Jane Baker
Janita & Robert Baker
Linda Sue Barnes
Suzanne Barnes
Lisa Barr
Harrell & Sandra Baskin
Paula Beattie
Barbara Ann Beckett-

Gaines & Jim Gaines
Sara & Norman Bell
Andy & Chris Beloni
Elizabeth Belz
Barbara Benisch & Jacque 

Allen
Kristen Benoit
Lawrence Berger
Thomas Bishop
Patricia Bitting
Andrea Bixler
Robert & Alexandra Bley-

Vroman
Helen & Daryl Boggs
Team Book
Jane & O'Neil Boudreaux
John Boyd
Jeanne Brady
Grace & Karen Brogan

Stefan Brosick
Gay Bryant
Alex & Morgan Budzinski
David & Jean Bundy
Heidi Burch
Kenneth Byars
Monica Campana
Alexandra Campbell
Jane Campbell
Ann Carver
Cheryl Casebeer
William Cash
Joan Chace
Barbara Chadwick
Virginia Chang
Kathryn Chefas
Cherokee County Arts 

Council of North 
Carolina

Susan Cirulli
Bob Clemen
Dina Cote
Lauren Cotton-Smith
Steve Cox & Mary Beth 

Cefalo
Ann Crawford
Donald Crawford
Brian Cummings
Claire Cunningham
Kim Cutting
Dawn & Gary Davis
Anne Deady
Rebecca Dean
Ruth Deudney
Patricia DiRienzo & 

Hawthorne Kilpack
Wanda Dodson
Kevin Doerr
David Doggett
Lynn Dohne
Tom Donahey
Kathryn Doster
Duke Energy Foundation
Dina Dryden
Melissa Dunning Weaver
Kathleen & Robert East
Sid Edelmann
Marilyn Edwards
Helen Egan
Lynn Erbrick
Thomas Evans
David & Susan Everson
Rachel Fagan
Jeanne Finan
Jennifer & John Fisher
Kathleen Flynn
Betsy & Tom Foote
Robert & Donna Forsyth
Bonnie Fox

Tricia & Charlie Franck
Susannah Funk
Michael Gerecht
Kathleen Geroski
Barbara Gielincki
Heather Gilreath
Joe Goforth
Janet Goldwasser & Stuart 

Dowty
Penny Gordon-Chumbley
Kathe Gowland
Robin Graham
Daniel Green
Margaret Green
Joyce Guertin
Austin Hall
Richard & Fern Hallman
Traci Hammond
Candis Harbison
Kimball Hastings
George Heilner
Bud Henderson
Wayne Henderson
Kathy & Nat Hendricks
Alysoun Higgins
Jim & Colette Hinson
Carla & Brian Hofland
Jean & Paul Holcomb
Dale Holcombe
Darcy Holdorf
Linda Holt
Joanne & Steve Howard
Ron & Pam Howard
Carolyn & Hadleigh Howd
Maria Howe & David 

Lyons
Elizabeth Howell
Sarah & Larry Howell
Tutt & Phillip Hoy

2023 Supporters
The individuals and organizations listed here contributed to the Folk School in 2023. We 
appreciate their generosity, which is critical to our mission and supports all of our core values. 

Sienna Shute trims a bowl created for Empty Bowls 2023. 



Timothy Hoyt
Cheryl Hughes & Robert 

Foote
Karen Hunt
Jim & Marilyn Hutchinson
Verne & Barbara Ingersoll
Letitia Iorio
Pat & Grier Ivie
Carol & Kinard Johnson
Babs & Hiram Johnston
Carolyn Johnston
Gerald Jones
Helen Jones
Renee Jones
Patricia Jordan
Claudia & Bobby Kadis
Jean & Joe Karpen
Martha Keller & Ronald 

Ripley
Marion Kennedy
Ronald & Cheryl Kephart
Mary Kimberly & John 

MacDonald
Linda Kinsinger
Melissa & Edward Klein
Sheryl Koch & Scott Cole
Keiko Koizumi
Richard Kraeuter
Lynn Krueger
Diane Lane
Jerome Laux & Lynne 

Joynes
Kathy & Scott Ledbetter
Alan Leland
Michael & Christa Leman
Russell & Sheri Liles
Terry & Michael 

Loebenberg
Clay & Judy Logan
Mary Lynn
Kim Mallett
Josephus & Laura Mavretic
Michelle Mccalla
Printha McCallum
Darby McCarty
Cindy & Tom McCrory
Bill & Sue McFarland
Kristin McGinley
Margaret McGrath
Jean McLaughlin
Bonnie McPhail
Chase McSpadden
Barbara & Robert Mepham
Bill & Pat Milford
Virginia Miller
Lisa Moerchen
Todd Moerchen

Rebecca & Lewis Monegan
John & Jean Monk
March & John Moody
Alice Moore
Ellen Morgan
Dennis & Kit Mullis
Peggy Murdock
Glenn Newsome
Johanna Norry
Mark Noyd & Mary Joseph
Rebecca & Arne Olsen
Joseph & Susan Ontko
Jacquelyn Ottman
Susan Overton
Alex B. & Mary Porter 

Owen Endowment
Ann Owens
Alex G. Parks
Larita & Jeffery Paulsen
Tom Peacock
James Pepe
James & Debbie Pietruszka
Caroline & Brett Player
John & Lauri Ploch
Leanne Poellinger
Pamela Potter & Louis 

Sasso
Thomas Powell
Carol Prickett
Jackie Radford
Karen Ramirez
Edward & Jill Ramsaur
Katherine Rankin
David Reddy
Beth Reed
Rhonda Repanshek
Kathryn Riley
Leslie Robinson & Bruce 

Jarrell
Ayal Robkin
Robert Rollings
Molly Ross
Theodore Rossi
Sandy & Sam Rotenberg
Nancy & Charles Runion
Leigh Ryan
Harvey Sachs
Bob & Susan Santonik
Susan Schenewerk
Dicksie & Earl Schmitt
Marilyn Schuler
Elaine Scott
Ellsworth Seeley
Cole Semones
Marion Severy
Martha Shafer
Deborah Shank

Martha Sheaff
Nicole Silvernail
Steve & Sally Smith
Sue Songer
Homer & Mary Louise 

Stark
Jane Steeves
Laura Steinberg-Frohman
Lucile Stephens
Bruce & Susan Stout
Audrey Straight
Jessica Straus
Peggy Strickland
Richard Sutherland
Robert Swain
Clayton & Kay Swenson
Merike Tamm
Patricia & Tim Thompson
Tim & Jo Tieslau
Babs & Gregory Ton
Margene & Richard 

Trimble
Gail Trotter
Howard Troxler
Elizabeth & William Tucker
Margaret Turner
Holland Van Gores
Mary van Valkenburg
John VanLandingham
Louise VanLandingham
Ursula Vann
Stephanie Vendig
Cornelia Versnel
Rowena Villarias
Gay & Richard Vogt
Teri & William Walker
Rex & Sandy Wallis
Amy Wandless
David & Sherry Warren
Linda Watson
Sims Wayt & Zachary 

Kitchen
Edward Weaklely
Judith Weismann
Mary Welti
Kathryn Wilkey
Naomi Wilkins
Carol Williams
Wanda Williamson
Linda Willliford
Lisa Winsett
Jan Wittman
Marcelina Woods
Jean & Steve Wortham
Elaine Wynn
Barbara Yoder

Supporters
$1–$99
Jeanne Allen
Laurie Alsobrook
Freida Anderson
Anonymous
Rebecca Anderson
John Armstrong
Richard & Marcia 

Aunspaugh
Marlene Bailey
Gail Baker
Diane Barret
Rachel Bell
Kim Bellis
Andria Benner
Patricia & Jerry Bennett
Stacey Berkheimer
Marshall Bienstock
Sabrina & John Bland
Barb & Daniel Bleaking
Charlene Boland
Adam Booth
Jack & Marion Borg
Judy Bourne
Kim Boyd Gonzalez
Glenn & Susan Braghetta
Allan Brock
Kelly Bryson
Pamela Bullock
Jamie Burdick
Lori Burrell
Angene Campo
Tracey Cantu
Richard & Cheryl Cary
John R. Cassady
Mimi Chambers
Joanne Chan
Helen Coker
Michele & Dan Conway
Betty Cook
Sylvia & Phil Coppola
Gay & Bob Corey
Kate & Frank Craver
T-Claw Crawford
Julie Crilley
Bonnie Crispin
Gary Custer
Anita & Steven Davis
Paula Davis
Suzanne Dedrick
Carol Diaz-Zubieta
Chris Dockery
Randy Dockery
Jeanne Dorleans
David Dula
Marguerite Durret
Temple Ellis
Carol Erickson
Valerie Fagan
Kimberly Finger
Francine Floyd
Liz Francis

2023 Supporters, continued

Linda Franzen
Linda Frederick
Melissa Frye
Fujitu North America
Meaghan Gauley
Cathy & John Geiger
Richard & Susan Gensel
Jennifer Gerth
Nadine Gibson
Tracy Gibson
Daniel Gilbert
Marlene Gillen
Gail Gormley
Thomas Graham & Amie 

Harrison
Robert Grand
Elizabeth Grassetti
Marion & Chris Gray
Tara Groth
Suzanne Hall
Timothy Hall
Mark Hamrick
Mackenzie & Marvin 

Harkins
Blake & Luann Hart
Joann Hartung
Julius Hayden
Teresa Hayes
Kim Head
Jane & John Hemmer
Leasa Hodges
Bridget Hogan
Karen Hovermale
Tom Howick
Freya Hurwitz
Jacqueline Ladicicco
Charles & Kathleen Janoff
Gloria Jartos
Gay Jolley
Renee Jones
Buffie Jordan
Dawn Keane
Carol & Rich Kelsall
Karen & Darryl Kephart
Paula Kepner
Mildred Kolb

Todd Kreps
Gwen Lancaster
Ralph Lane
Joanna Lengle & Elizabeth 

Anderson
Margot Lester
Patricia Lewis
Connie Lippert
Brittany Loggins
Robert Lyon
Barbara MacKenzie
Rob Manchester
Leslie Mapes-Wade
Karen McAshan
Catherine McCall
Bebeie McClure
Mary & Ralph McClure
Nancy Mccomb
Ann McConnell
Jeanie McCormack
Rich McGuire
Beth McNally
Alice Merritt
Elizabeth Merritt
Mary Metzler
Evelyn Miller
John Mitcham
Mary Mittiga
Beverly Moon
Virginia Moore
Virginia Moreland & David 

Groce
Penny Morgan
Crystal Morphis
Tonda Mullins
Marjorie Muscarella
Lindsay Nelson
Kathi Osborne
Martha Otto
Donna Palmer
Terry Parmm
Michele & Thomas Parsons
Richard & Mary Pase
Nicholas & Andrea Pesut
Emily Peters
Ralph Pezoldt

Sam Phillips
Sarah Phillips
Deborah & Ronald Pike
Delores Pluto
Alison Press
Stephenie Purl Hamen
Lane & Ruth Ralph
Paula Rauth
Carol & Ed Reid
Maureen Ripper
Debra & Stephen Rolfe
Betsie Rothermel
Mary Rutherford
Deby Samuels
Nadine Sanders
John Sands
Roberto Sarabia
David Sawyer
Kay & Jack Schafer
Angelique Schmidt
Aileen Schulze
Mark Sejman
Ariana Sellers
Sally Sharp
Cheryl Good Sheridan
Janie Shipley
Mary & Danny Shuler
Nancy Sinnott
Cindy & Arnold Solomon
Mollie & Alfred Stanley
David Stenson
Colleen Sterling
Sara Sterling
Robin Stern
Susan Stripling
Melissa Sulsberger
Sarah & Joe Swain
Janet & Phil 

Swearingen
Jodi Swiderek
Jim Thaxter
The Margaret 

A. Cargill 
Foundation 
Employee 
Matching Fund

Rachel Thielmann
Carla Thompson
Nigel Thorton
William Tily
Kate Townsend
Kristen Treger
Doug & Nancy Triestram
Teresa Tucker
Lois & J J Upham
Irwin Venick & Jeanne 

Ballinger
Ali Walker
LeAnn Wallace
Helen Walton
Luann & Jim Waters
Miryam Weisberg
Janice Werner
Marlin & Ellen West
Danny Wiley
Michael Williams & Johan 

Vigger
Gerald Wilson
Robyn Wong
Susan Wood
Mildred Wyman
Angela Wynn
Amanda Yazdani
Beth & Kep Younce
Jo Ann Zehner

76

Bread Baking instructor Emily Buehler teaches students how to shape a baguette in the Cooking Studio. 
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		  2023	 2022
Operating Income	
Contributions, grants and funds released from restriction	 $1,576,766	 $1,944,945 
Tuition, housing & meals	 5,131,770	 4,287,400
Sales*	                738,397 	             665,060 
Investment return	   276,199 	 182,384 
Realized/Unrealized gains (losses) 	  1,181,809	         (1,955,855)
Other	      353,172	      683,333             
Total Operating Income	  $9,258,113 	 $5,807,267  

Operating Expenses
Instruction	  $1,196,574 	 $1,171,730 
Services	  1,535,519 	 1,405,633
Programs	  1,173,092 	 1,165,567
Marketing 	  747,398 	 806,435
Facilities	  925,612 	 931,838  
Administration	  2,289,884 	 2,312,360
Fundraising	       242,798 	 272,753     
Total Operating Expenses	  $8,110,877 	 $8,066,316  

Change in Net Operating Assets	  $1,147,236	 $(2,259,049)

Operating Financial Information

* Sales include Craft Shop and Class Material Fees. 

			   Contributions and grants:	                         	           17%
			   Tuition, housing & meals:		   	                                   55%
			   Retail shop sales:		                     8%
			   Investment Return: 	                                 3%
                        (Unrealized gain/loss): 	                                       13%
			     Other: 	                                 4%

Operating Income Fiscal Year 2023

Operating Expenses Fiscal Year 2023

			   Instruction: 	                                         15%
			   Services: 	                                           19%
			   Programs: 	                                        14%
			   Marketing: 	                                     9%
			   Facilities: 	                                      11%
			   Administration: 	                                                    28%
			   Fundraising: 	                                 3%

Audited Financial Information

Balance Sheet	 12/31/2023	 12/31/2022
Assets			 
Cash and investments	   $13,740,575  	 $12,623,724  
Property and equipment, net	   4,402,441  	 4,590,562
Other	           593,477  	          661,126 
Total Assets	  $18,736,493  	 $17,875,412 
				  
Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities	   $2,247,607   	  $2,533,762
Net assets	   16,488,886 	 15,341,650	  
Total Liabilities and Net Assets	   $18,736,493 	 $17,875,412

A full copy of the audited financial statement is available on request. 

Clockwise from top: Students in the JAM Program play for a dance in the Keith House Community Room, 
workstudies hold cornbread made from corn they milled from our garden, instructors Jan Bouterse & 
Robert James share a "thumbs up" in the Woodworking Studio after a successful weeklong class: Build a 
Stickley Table.



Olive Dame Campbell Society
 

One of the Folk School’s four values is Stewardship, which directs 
us to honor the traditions and spirit of the school as we guide 
its evolution and preserve it for the future. Our co-founder Olive 
Campbell was the first to guide the school’s evolution and, with 
her inclusion of the Folk School in her will, she demonstrated her 
commitment to preserving it for the future. Those who name the 
Folk School as a beneficiary in their estate plans are stewards 
themselves and, as such, are honored members of our Olive Dame 
Campbell Society. 

Estate gifts can help us withstand financial crises such as the 
Covid pandemic, which forced us to close for many months. The 
gifts are typically allocated to our endowment, dividends from 
which help fund our annual operating budgets.

Anonymous
Bonnie Arbuckle
Jane & Tom Arthur
Jess & Debbie Austin
Sherry Baldwin
John & Marilyn Ballard
Karen Baranich
Mary & William Block
Ron Bohrer & Larry Castleberry
Annette & Mike Bower
Ed Bowman & Lucia Patrick
Kathleen Brand
Evelyn Brannon
Mary Breinig
Alan & Katherine Bremer
Charlotte Bristow & Carl Dreher
Jane Burke
Florence Canfield
Cynthia & Eric Cero
Sharon Chiong
Marie Churney
Steve Clement
Nick Cook & Cathy Wike-Cook
Martha & Walter Coursey
Bob Dalsemer
Janet Davis
Leigh Ann Dye
Martha Dysart & Mike Oliphant
J. Michael Floyd
Patti Franklin
John & Luz Frye

Richard Furlough
David Galloway
Teri Gergen
Corrine Glesne
Karen Greenwaldt & Russell Harris
Suzanne Hall
Stanley Harris
Bruce & Mary Ann Hogshead
Bill & Marilyn Hubbard
Letitia Iorio
Chuck & Joan Jackson
Daphne & Ronald Jamison
Clayton & Joan Joppie
Karin & Ken Kraft
Timothy Kuhn
Gael & Stuart Lange
Barbara & Louis Lanwermeyer
Celia Larson
Pesha Leichter
George Lee Mager
Emmett & Rilla Manley
Bruce Marino
Andrew Marinos
Phillip & Virginia Mattox
Katherine Montgomery
Jim & Lauren Moore
Irene Munroe
Henrietta Neeley
Denise Newberry
Carol Newsom & Rex Matthews
Mike Oliphant & Martha Dysart

Sally Payne
Nancy & Theodore Rossi
Laura Rowe
Alice Russell
Sandy & Mick Ryland
John Sands
Cass Schorsch
Nimrod & Debra Scott
Betty Smith
Laurie Searle & Sam Smith
Rajeania Snider
Janet & Dennis Stansell
Tom & Allison Stovall
David & Trudy Strawn
Ann Taaffe
Claire Tiernan
Margaret Tilley
Al & Chris Trevillyan
Patricia Twilla
John & Virginia Urani
Diane Walker
Paul Wardwell
Claire Warren
Kenneth Watson
Sarah Webster
Karen Williams
Megan Williams
Linda Wilson
Helen Wolfson
Joan Yantko

Olive Dame Campbell
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Auction Donations

Olivia & Robert Anderson
Jamie Anzivino
John Barson
Bruce & Karen Bartek
Anna Bielowicz & Michael Koetter
Kelly Booth
Shirley Brooks
Jon Buller
Stephen Byers
JJ Cassity
David Challener
Cherokee Scout
Lisa Anne Conner
John Czarnecki
Michele Davis
Melanie Deitz
Suzanne Dew
Don Duden

Don & Jill Eckenrode
Punky Fleck
Jodie & Chris Graham
Anthony Guisasola
Allison Haigler
Megan & Tom Hanewald
Barbara Harrington
Carolyn Harris
Diana Hiott
Jeff Jackson
Ken Klein
Anne Knott
Katherine Lake
Jerome Laux & Lynne Joynes
Jessica LeQuire
John Lightner
Wayne & Sylvia McLaurin
Carol Nelms

Steven Newton
Lane & Ruth Ralph
JoAlice Ray
Nancy Richards & Susan Sasser
Gene Russel
Sally Sites
Richard Sorenson
Gail & Alfred Stables
Alan Stensland
Susan Stripling
Juliann Sturla
David Suggs
Robbie Teasdale
Dianne Wears
Dr. Ralph Wileman
Doug Wilson & Betsy Kraus

Able Allen
Carolyn Anderson
Allen Androkites
Steve Artz
Jess Austin
Susan Bach
Pattie Bagley
Brant & Karen Barnes
Annie Fain Barralon
Elizabeth Belz
Jasmine Best
Jason Bivens
Derrick Bliss
Jess Bolding
Teresa Brittain
Gay Bryant
Robert Burns
Clint Busbee
Cat Callaway
David Campbell
Bill Capshaw
Talon Cavender-Wilson
Buzz & Julie Clark
Scott Cole & Sheryl Koch
John Combs
Nick Cook

Larry Cooper
Michael Cundall
Brian Cunfer
Tina Curry
Nanette Davidson
Suzanne DesLauriers
Mike Dixon
Tom Donahey
Dale Drake
Jody Durham
Pam East
Lance Ellis
Susan Feagin
Sean Fitzsimmons
Geri Forkner
Zak Foster
Lillian Gantsoudes
Lisa Geertsen
Helen Gibson
Tom Gow
Robert Grand
Jeff Hattfield
Harry & Julie Hearne
Sam Hibbs
Nancy Hinds
Beth Holmberg

Rodney Hopkins
Ann Hord-Heatherley
Pam Howard
Jeff Jarrett
Matt Jenkins
Misty Kelischek
Russell Liles
JoEl LoGiudice
Gary Marshall
Brock Martin
Pat McCarty
John Monk
Penny Morgan
Jane Oliver
Kathryn Osgood
Ben Owen
Mariella Owens
Ida Palmer-Ball
Carol Parks
Charlie Patricolo
Kay Patterson
Reed Peck-Kriss
Leslie Peebles
Jennifer Reis
Owen Riedesel
June Rollins

Scarlette Rouse
Sage
Tommye Scanlin
Glenn Schmidt
Don Shomaker
Sienna Shute
James Bud Smith
Jack Smoot & Sally 
Blankenship
Clay Spencer
Darren Stevens
Gabe Strand
Jude Stuecker
Noah Stusse
Jason Swanson
Melody Swindle
Ethan Tanji
The Crown Brasstown
Ty Thornock
Helen Tulloh
Scotty Utz
David Voorhees
Jane Voorhees
Beth Woody
Angela Wynn
Alan Young

In-Kind Gifts

There are several ways to include the Folk School in your will: 
	 • A specific dollar amount or percentage of your total estate 
	 • A percentage of your retirement accounts such as an IRA 
	 • Securities such as stocks and bonds 
	 • Proceeds from the sale of property such as real estate 
	 • Life insurance policy benefits

If you are interested in including the Folk School in your estate plans, please contact Mackenzie 
Harkins at mackenzie@folkschool.org or 800-FOLK-SCH, x.111.

We offer our deepest appreciation to the following living supporters who have made 
provisions for the school in their estate plans:

Community Foundation of Western North Carolina
Country Dance and Song Society
Folk Education Association of America
Fred A. Moss Charity Trust
Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies
Wayne C. Henderson Music Festival Inc.
North Carolina Arts Council
North Carolina Community Foundation
North Carolina Museum of Art Artist Innovation Mentorship
Windgate Foundation

Grantmakers and Other Institutions 
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The lists in this report are accurate to the best of our knowledge. If your name was omitted or is incorrectly 
listed, please call our Development team at 1-800-FOLK-SCH or 828-837-2775 x.111 and we will update this 
digital report accordingly. Our listing convention is to list alphabetically by last name and then alphabetically 
by first name. 
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Richard Carter Demos at Woodcarving Community Night, Tammy Elwell in Batik Dyeing Class.

© 2024 John C. Campbell Folk School. John C. Campbell Folk School is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) organization. Editorial: Bethany Chaney & Mackenzie Harkins 
Design: John C. Campbell Marketing and Communications
Photography: Galen McGee and Cory Marie Podielski

Mary Ackerly
Jess Austin
Eric Cero
Janet Davis
Chris Dockery

Lillian Gantsoudes
Joanna Haas
Dale Jaeger
Celia Larson
Maritza Maxwell

Dina Norris
Wil Posey
Kanute Rarey
Tommye Scanlin
Jack Smoot

2023 Board of Directors
You often hear us say that the Folk School is a place 
to bring folks together. Well, these are the people who 
help do that. They work to make sure the Folk School 
stays true to its mission of providing educational 
experiences that are joyful and enlivening.

Scholarships Transform Lives 
Each year, the Folk School awards donor-funded scholarships to those who would 
otherwise be unable to attend due to financial limitations. These scholarships are 
provided to a diverse range of recipients who are welcomed into our nurturing 
environment. We thank the 38 generous donors who provided $101,273 in scholarship 
funding in 2023. 118 students received scholarships providing partial or full financial 
support for tuition, housing, and meals. There are two ways to fund scholarships: 

Individual Scholarships: Provide a single scholarship for tuition, housing, and meals 
with a gift of $1,800. Share the Folk School experience by donating online on our 
Scholarship Giving page, or visit our Studio Support pages to make a scholarship gift to 
a specific program area, like Clay or Jewelry.

If you are interested in this option, please contact Mackenzie Harkins at  
mackenzie@folkschool.org or 800-FOLK-SCH, x.111.

https://www.folkschool.org/giving/scholarship-giving/
https://www.folkschool.org/giving/fund-a-need/

